JACOB'S ROOM

crinkled limpet shells and sparsely strewn wit
locks of dry seaweed, a small boy has to stretch
his legs far apart, and indeed to feel rather heroic,
before he gets to the top.

But there, on the very top, is a hollow full of
water, with a sandy bottom ; with a blob of jelly
stuck to the side, and some mussels, A fish darts
across. The fringe of yellow-brown seaweed
flutters, and out pushes an opal-shelled crab------

" Oh, a huge crab," Jacob murmured------

and begins his journey on weakly legs on
the sandy bottom. Now 1 Jacob plunged his
hand. The crab was cool and very light. But
the water was thick with sand, and so, scrambling
down, Jacob was about to jump, holding his
bucket in front of him, when he saw, stretched
entirely rigid, side by side, their faces very red,
an enormous man and woman.

An enormous man and woman (it was early-
closing day) were stretched motionless, with their
heads on pocket-handkerchiefs, side by side,
within a few feet of the sea, while two or three
gulls gracefully skirted the incoming waves, and
settled near their boots.

The large red faces lying on the bandanna
handkerchiefs stared up at Jacob. Jacob stared
down at them. Holding his bucket very carefully,
Jacob then jumped deliberately and trotted away